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You cannot say Argentina and not
think of the tango.
Probably less people would think
of hydrofoils, and yet these
operated on Rio de la Plata 8 the
estuary dividing and uniting
Argentina and Uruguay o for more
than thirty years.
Having been gone from the area
for more than twenty years, this
is their story.
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Above : PT.50 Flecha de Buenos Aires
being prepared for shipment to Argentina at
the Rodriquez shipyard in 1962
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RICDE L&

he history of fast ferries on Rio de la Ple

goes back fiftgix years this year, to 1962.
A group of mostly retired naval officers had
formed a company, Alimar SA, the previous
year as they prospected aHbrigture for the
hydrofoil linking the two neighbouring
countries of Argentina and Uruguay. So mu
so that they placed an order with Cantiere
Navale Leopoldo Rodriquez in Italy for not ¢
but three hydrofoils of the Supramar PT.50
type. By then the M&sa shipyard had
delivered eight PT.50s since 1959 and near
twenty of the smaller PT.20 design since 19
to domestic as well as foreign customers.

The first Alimar vessétlecha de Buenos Ai
arrived in its namesake city akdmrgo in

September 1962 and entered service
on the 3inautical mile Buenos Aid&olonia
del Sacramento route shortly thereafter.
The other two PT.50E|echa de Colamda
Flecha del Litpfallowed in 1963. As for the
latter, one source of the time indicates that
hydrofoil was originally to have been name
Flecha del Plataich would appear logical.
Before the hydrofoils, plying these waters
was a fleet of conventional vessels, the
youngest of which was of 1930s vintage,
operated by statevned Empresa Flota
Fluvial del Estado Argentino. Crossing time
for these was some 2 hours 30 minutes
whereas the hydrofoils woualifer a travel
time of orty about B minutes.
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In addition to speed, emphasize was also pt
the aircrafstyle atmosphere onboart;luding
the reportedly attractive cabin attendanitsle
perhaps not exactly a politically correct remarl
these days, it probably reflected the fact that t
service was primarily targeted at tourists and
business traller, who, more often than riot
the case of the lattenould be a maleThe
hydrofoil offered a modern and swift crossing
the River Plate, allowing for a full day of
sightseeing or conducting your business in eit
country and still return home on the same day

There were 98eats in tourist class and 20 in
Belvedere class. Included in the price of the Iz
were free refreshments and newspapers.
Four return trips were operated. At Colonia
a bus service connected for Montevideo,
the capital of Uruguay.
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Left : The 40 minute crossing time stated in
this early Alimar advertisement may have
been a bit optimistic

Below : PT.50 Flecha de Buenos Aires
entered service with Alimar between Buenos
Aires, Argentina and Colonia del
Sacramento, Uruguay in late 1962
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USED COMPE TITION
It would be seventeen years before competiti
entered the scene.

In 1979 a Uruguay company, Aliscafos Bel
SA, introduced an RHS 140 hydrofoil acquire
on the second hand market.

The fourth of the type built by Rodriquez,
this, Tyrvig was originally delivered to
Norwegian operators Det Stavangerske D/S
Sandnees D/S, Norway in 1972. Although se
years old, the vessel was still nine years you
than the most recent

During most of its time with its Norwagi
ownersTyrving per at ed on No
marine highway linking Stavanger and Berge
initially alongside a pair of PT.50s of similar
vintage to the Alimar craft. The hydrofoils
would cover the 18®autical mile route in a
little over thre@ndahalfhours, including three
stops enroute, which was a remarkable
improvement over the ten hours used by the
conventional ferries, at least where time was
factor.



